
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 
  

 
  

  
  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Highlights 
from Our 
Classroom 

Reading is 
Fun! 

Teacher: Mrs. Kathy Starosciak 
Teacher Assistant:  Mrs. Karen Schubert 

Upcoming Events 
Dec. 7th – Book Orders due by 12 p.m.  
Dec. 7th – Science Olympiad Information Night  
              7-8 p.m. (Multipurpose Room)  
Dec. 9th – After School Science  
Dec. 17th – LIM Assembly – 9:15 a.m.  
Dec. 18th – “Grinch” Holiday Party – 1:00 p.m.  
                (see more detailed info. on page 3)  
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Caught in the Habit 
Sarah has been a great example in our class of a 
leader who “puts first things first.” She turns in 
homework on time, puts in extra effort into her 
work, and shows great responsibility. For instance, 
she is very good about remembering when she has 
extra meetings around the school with other 
teachers and students. Thank you, Sarah for taking 
your school responsibilities so seriously and showing 
everyone what a dedicated student you are!   

We’re Learning…. 
 

Reading 
-I can ask and answer questions to demonstrate 

an understanding of the text.  

-I can learn about the beliefs of American 

Indians by reading traditional stories (legends, 

folktales, and fables).  

 

Writing.  
-I can explain how an opinion essay is like an 

OREO.  

-I can brainstorm reasons and examples to 

support my opinion.  

-I can write an interesting lead for my opinion 

essay.  

-I can write three body paragraphs that state 

my reasons and examples to support my opinion.  

 

Math  
-I can represent multiplication in different ways 

(equal groups, number bonds, arrays, number 

lines, repeated addition). 

 

Science  
-I can describe motion as the changing in 

position of an object.  

 

Social Studies 
-I can think and ask questions like a historian.  

 

Word Study 

-I can learn and practice new vocabulary: 

evidence, conclusion, source  

 

 

 
 

Book Orders Due Monday by Noon! 
 

 December Book Orders will be due early this month 
due to the winter break. Please have all orders 
submitted online or in paper form by Monday, 

December 7that 12:00 p.m. If you placed an order in 
November, your order is still being processed. Since 
there were very few orders in November with the 
book fair, I decided to combine the November and 

December orders into one large order. I will be 
placing the order on Monday evening and your 

books will arrive before we leave for the holidays.   
**P.S. - If you have books coming in that are gifts 
and your child is not supposed to see them, please 

let me know ASAP.**   
 

Planners 
In our class, we take 5 minutes at the end of 

each day to discuss and write down our 

homework, important events, and test dates in 

our student planners. I write it down with 

them in my planner on the document camera 

and students are supposed to copy it. This is a 

great resource for you to check daily to know 

about homework and events. I hope your child 

has been putting first things first and copying 

down all of this important info to share with 

you!   

http://www.boosterthon.com/
http://www.boosterthon.com/
mailto:georgoffem@northvilleschools.org
mailto:barcelka@northvilleschools.org
mailto:staroska@northvilleschools.org


 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

   Math in Focus Resources  
I put this information in the November newsletter, but 
with the holidays and short week, I don’t know if 
everyone had a chance to check out this information. 
After listening to your feedback at conferences, there 
were some families interested in gaining access to extra 
copies of the workbook pages, textbook, and additional 
resources, such as the virtual manipulatives, to help their 
child with math. I set up a class on the Math in Focus site 
and you can access resources here:  
https://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/ePC/start.do  
Your child has his/her login information in his/her 
SNEETCH on the “Important Information” page.  
 
*Please note that while this is a helpful resource, I do not 
use all of the workbook pages/Math in Focus textbook 
pages to teach the Common Core Standards because 
they do not always align.  
 

Class Website 
 

If you haven’t done so, take a few 

minutes to check out our class 

website at: 

www.personsville.weebly.com.  

There isn’t much uploaded yet, but I 

will be adding to this as the school 

year goes on to keep you updated on 

what we’re learning and also give you 

links to helpful resources and 

information.  

This week, I’ve uploaded pictures of 

our newest Personsville leaders - 

check it out under the “Our Class” 

tab – meet the Personsville leaders!  
 

 

“50 Book Challenge” 
Class Reading Goal  

Our Goal: All students will meet the 50 

book challenge reading requirements by 

June 8, 2016. 

 

What is the 50 book challenge?  
The 50 book challenge is a goal in which 

students must read a variety of fiction and 

nonfiction genres which totals to 50 books.  

 

Why is this important?  
In order for students to become more 

fluent and independent readers, students 

must be reading all the time. Reading a 

variety of different genres will challenge 

students to try new types of books and help 

them learn what they enjoy reading.  

 

What are the genre requirements? 
Fiction:  

 5 Fantasy 

 5 Realistic fiction 

 3 Mystery  

 5 Traditional Literature (folktales, 

fables, legends, fairytales, classics) 
 3 Historical Fiction  

 2 Graphic Novels (comic book format) 

Nonfiction:  
 10 Informational 

 4 Biography 

 6 True Stories  

*1 Poetry Anthology (whole book)  
Free Choice:  

 3 Chapter books  

 5 Any Choice books  
 

How Can I Help my Child?  
 Ask your child what he/she is 

reading at school.  

 Encourage new genres.  

 Make reading a priority – continue 

reading at home and out loud.  

 

Multiplication Practice  
This month, students have begun learning about 

multiplication and in mid-January, we will be starting 

division. Your child will continue to take timed 

addition/subtraction tests unless he/she has shown 

consistent mastery on his/her facts and knows 

his/her multiplication and division facts well enough 

to take a timed test on them.  
 

When teaching students a new concept like 

multiplication/division, I like to begin with the 

concrete (manipulatives), progress to the 

representational (drawing pictures of the 

manipulatives previously used) and end with the 

abstract (using only numbers and mathematical 

symbols). Students may jump or skip one of more of 

these levels if they have an understanding of the 

concept and can solve problems independently.  
 

Since many students are at the beginning stages of 

these skills, we’ve been learning/practicing different 

ways to represent multiplication in 

representational/concrete forms (equal groups, 

array patterns, number lines, number bonds). I’d 

encourage you to use these tools with your child when 

practicing multiplication facts. Be cautious when using 

resources with your child like traditional flashcards 

or Fact Master on Moby Max/IXL.  Using only these 

abstract resources (only using numbers and 

mathematical symbols) will not be helpful for your 

child to learn facts if he/she isn’t ready for it.  

https://www-k6.thinkcentral.com/ePC/start.do
http://www.personsville.weebly.com/


 

“Grinch” Holiday Party Information 

 
When: Friday, December 18th – 1:00 p.m.  

 
Where: Personsville (C-8)  
 
Party Attire:  
Students are encouraged to dress in anything “Grinch or “Seuss,” GREEN, or 

dress like a “Who” (think bright colors, stripes, mismatched, and funky hair!)  

 
How Can I Help?  
A Sign Up Genius will be sent out through email later this week for you to 

donate items or make/buy food for the party.  

All parents/volunteers are welcome to join! We’ll need help running 5 stations 

(food, craft, and games) and will need adult supervision and extra hands for 

setting up!  

 

Holiday Gift Exchange:  
For our holiday party, students voted on having a gift exchange. Here’s how it 

will work:  
1. All gifts should be new and gift-wrapped with a tag labeled “To a Boy” or “To a 

Girl.” Please make sure you also put your student’s name to know who it is from.  

2. Boys should buy a gift for another boy. Girls should buy a gift for another girl. 

Students should not be buying a gift with a particular student in mind.  

3. Please do not spend more than $5-10 on a gift.  

4. Students should bring in their wrapped gift on or before Friday, December 18th.  

If you are financially unable to supply a gift for the exchange, please let me know ASAP so 

that we can purchase additional gifts. This is very important to let us know ahead of time 

so no one is without a gift at the party. Thank you for your help!   

 
 
 


